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KINGFISHER HONORED FOR TOP INNOVATIVE PROGRAM 

 
 

OKLAHOMA CITY – The City of Kingfisher was the recipient of the 2014 Municipal 

Innovations Award for population under 10,000 for its “Kingfisher Flood Mitigation” project during 

today’s Oklahoma Municipal League Annual Awards Breakfast.  



The City of Kingfisher recently completed Phase 1 of a Floodplain Buyout Program 

utilizing $7 million of local, state and federal monies from the Oklahoma Capital Improvement 

Authority and Federal Emergency Management Administration funds to clean up property 

along a floodplain area.   

In August of 2007, Kingfisher gained national media attention when remnants of 

Tropical Storm Erin caused a devastating flood in Kingfisher, creating damages in an excess of 

$20 million.  Brian Walter, Kingfisher resident and owner of Walter Building Center on Main 

Street, said we don’t need sympathy, we need a solution.  Walters emerged as the group 

leader in Kingfisher and approached city leaders to sponsor the cause.  Through collaboration 

with Kingfisher County, Kingfisher District Conservation, the Oklahoma Conservation 

Commission, Oklahoma Emergency Management, Oklahoma Capital Improvement Authority, 

National Resource Conservation Services and FEMA, the project became a reality. 

Today, the successful Phase 1 project has also provided for a roll-over fund to continue 

progress for an additional Phase of flood property acquisitions and relocations.  With the City 

taking ownership of the property, parks and trails are planned for future use to enhance the 

quality of life in Kingfisher as an additional benefit to protecting citizens and property that are 

no longer exposed to flood damages. 
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About	  Oklahoma	  Municipal	  League	  
The	  mission	  of	  the	  OML	  is	  to	  provide	  services	  and	  programs	  required	  by	  municipal	  officials	  to	  assist	  them	  in	  better	  serving	  their	  citizens,	  
and	  to	  act	  as	  the	  representative	  of	  Oklahoma	  municipalities	  in	  interactions	  requiring	  a	  united	  voice.	  Since	  1913,	  the	  League	  has	  served	  as	  
the	  individual	  and	  collective	  voice	  of	  local	  officials	  on	  the	  state	  and	  national	  level.	  
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